Seventy-seven times
THURSDAY AUGUST 13 (Mt 18,21-19,1)

The Gospel is divine, eternal, and universal law. Every law of God must be given prompt and immediate obedience. We must adhere to the Law with wise, intelligent faith, always updated to the truth of the Holy Spirit. Believes in the Word, in the Law, in the Truth of God whoever is firmly convinced in the Holy Spirit, with firm and unchangeable conviction, that what the Word says it will realize. Jesus says: “Blessed are the merciful for they shall receive mercy.” “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” “This is how you are to pray: and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”. “Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. This is the law and the prophets. The measure with which you measure will be measured out to you”. “If you recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift”. This is the command, the will, the law of God and of Christ Jesus. But who believes in this law today? Who is observing it? Who forgives for being forgiven? 

Non faith in the Word, in the Law, in the Gospel of Jesus is the cause of many eternal perditions, of many people who build their lives on the illusion of a vain cult. Whoever has received, receives, and asks for forgiveness from God for his sins is obliged, if he wants to be forgiven, to forgive any debt contracted towards him. It is eternal truth: whoever forgives will be forgiven. Whoever does not forgive will not be forgiven. Nor will he be able to pray to the Father for some grace. It is Christ Jesus’ command that prayer be raised to God with a free heart, with great forgiveness in: “Therefore I tell you, all that you ask for in prayer, believe that you will receive it and it shall be yours. When you stand to pray, forgive anyone against whom you have a grievance, so that your heavenly Father may in turn forgive you your transgressions.” (Mk 11,24-25). A prayer without full forgiveness in the heart is of no use. It does not produce any fruit of good. It does not flow from a merciful heart.
Peter approached Jesus and asked him, “Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus answered, “I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. That is why the Kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king who decided to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the accounting, a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount. Since he had no way of paying it back, his master ordered him to be sold, along with his wife, his children, and all his property, in payment of the debt. At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.’ Moved with compassion the master of that servant let him go and forgave him the loan. When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a much smaller amount. He seized him and started to choke him, demanding, ‘Pay back what you owe.’  

Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ But he refused. Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison until he paid back the debt. Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master and reported the whole affair. His master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant, as I had pity on you?’ Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers until he should pay back the whole debt. So will my heavenly Father do to you, unless each of you forgives his brother from his heart.” When Jesus finished these words, he left Galilee and went to the district of Judea across the Jordan.
We can also read, comment, explain this parable of Jesus even ten thousand times a day. It is by now universal belief that God’s mercy covers all our misdeeds, our sins, our iniquities and transgressions. There are no more debts with God. Those who contract any debt to us must pay seventy times seven. If they then commit any crime they must rot in prisons until their death. The Word of Jesus is eternal truth. God forgives us if we forgive without any conditions. Jesus on the cross asked forgiveness for his executioners, apologizing them. His offer was most welcome to the Father and he obtained our redemption.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints make us Christians by the forgiveness without conditions, always.
